
Help Find the Missing Act (Billy’s Law) 

Section by Section Summary  

 

Section 1 – Short Title  

This legislation may be referred to as the Help Find the Missing Act or Billy’s Law. 

Section 2 – Authorization of the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System  

Directs the Attorney General, in coordination with the National Institute of Justice (NIJ), to 

operate and maintain the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs) as a 

national clearinghouse and resource center for missing, unidentified, and unclaimed person cases 

throughout the United States. This section authorizes $7 million in annual funding each year 

from fiscal year 2023 through 2027 to administer and maintain NamUs, and specifies how that 

money can be spent. 

This section would also amend the Crime Control Act of 1990 to require cases of missing 

children to be reported to NamUs.  

Section 3 – Information Sharing  

Requires that, within one year of enactment, the Attorney General grant the NIJ (or NIJ’s 

designee) access to the FBI’s NCIC Missing and Unidentified Persons files in order to allow for 

case validation and data reconciliation.  

It also requires that, within six months, the Attorney General assess the governing statutes, 

policies, and procedures of both the NCIC and NamUs systems, and provide a plan for the secure 

and automatic transmission of missing and unidentified persons records that are entered into the 

NCIC database to the NamUs system.  

This section will give the Attorney General, in coordination with the Director of the FBI, one 

year to promulgate rules governing what information should and should not be transmitted from 

NCIC to NamUs, in order to avoid the transmission of information that is confidential, private, or 

otherwise sensitive to the law enforcement agency entering the record.  

Section 4 – Incentive Grants Program  

Authorizes $8 million in annual funding from fiscal years 2023 through 2027 for the Attorney 

General to establish a grant program in order to offer grants to qualifying law enforcement 

agencies, forensic medical providers, and other authorized agencies. Requires grant applicants to 

certify that they will assist other agencies in that state. Grants will be available to provide 

financial assistance for qualifying agencies to help facilitate information reporting to the NCIC 

and NamUs databases. In order to receive a grant, law enforcement agencies will be required to 

meet, among other things, the following conditions: 

 Must report all missing persons or unidentified remains cases to NCIC and NamUs 

within 72 hours of receiving the case 



o Including the requisite minimum identifying information of the missing person 

including name, date of birth, gender or biological sex, race, or ethnicity, height, 

weight, eye color, and hair color   

 Must update and verify any case information within 60 days of the original case entry 

o To the greatest extent possible, this should include information on identifying 

characteristics such as dental records, fingerprints, scars, tattoos, piercings, or 

other relevant information 

Section 5 – Report on Best Practices 

Within one year of enactment of the law, the Attorney General will be required to issue a report 

to federal, state, and tribal law enforcement agencies describing best practices for the collection, 

reporting, and analysis of data and information on missing persons and unidentified human 

remains.  

The report shall also include an overview of the NCIC and NamUs and describe how law 

enforcement agencies can access and use the databases; detail appropriate and inappropriate uses 

of the two databases; and describe the standards and protocols of collecting, reporting, and 

analyzing data on missing persons and unidentified remains.  

Section 6 – Report to Congress 

Requires the Attorney general to issue a report within one year of enactment of the law and every 

other year thereafter that describes the state of the NCIC and NamUs databases. Included in the 

report must be information on the process of information sharing between the databases and the 

programs that are funded through the incentive grants program established by section four.  

Section 7 – Definitions  


